
Elements of Legal English
Contract Law

M
.A

. D
e 

Fr
an

ce
sc

o 
El

em
en

ts
 o

f L
eg

al
 E

ng
lis

h 
– 

C
on

tra
ct

 L
aw

ISBN 978-88-6611-943-2

Massimo A. De Francesco

A guide to English contract language 
comprehension  and  application to drafting  

and translation with case references

€ 15,00

Massimo A. De Francesco holds 
a degree in Economics from 
The State University of New 
York and has taught English in 
Florence for several years.  He 
collaborates with law firms and 
corporations, as well as with 
university professors on contract 
drafting, text translation and 
revision projects.  He is also a 
journalist and writes articles on 
English and American authors 
who lived in Florence and other 
parts of Tuscany during the 
Grand Tour period.www.stjohnsflorence.com

St. John’s Institute Florence 

Legal and Business English Language Courses

cacucci editore

bari

AD
ASTRA

PER
ASPERA

EST. 20
14

ST. JOHN’S INSTITUTE

_Cover_De Francesco.indd   Tutte le pagine_Cover_De Francesco.indd   Tutte le pagine 08/10/2020   12:00:5808/10/2020   12:00:58



AD
ASTRA

PER
ASPERA

EST. 20
14

ST. JOHN’S INSTITUTE

St. John’s Institute Florence

Legal and Business English Language

_txt_De Francesco.indb   2_txt_De Francesco.indb   2 08/10/2020   12:09:3908/10/2020   12:09:39



CACUCCI
EDITORE

2020

MASSIMO A. DE FRANCESCO

Elements of Legal English 

Contract Law 

A guide to English contract language 

comprehension and application to drafting 

and translation with case references

_txt_De Francesco.indb   3_txt_De Francesco.indb   3 08/10/2020   12:09:3908/10/2020   12:09:39



© 2020 Cacucci Editore - Bari
Via Nicolai, 39 - 70122 Bari – Tel. 080/5214220
http://www.cacucci.it e-mail: info@cacucci.it

Pursuant to the copyright law and the civil code, the 
reproduction of this book or part of it by any means, elec-
tronic, mechanical, by means of photocopies, microfilms, 
recordings or other, is prohibited without the author’s 
consent and the publisher.

reserved literary property

_txt_De Francesco.indb   4_txt_De Francesco.indb   4 08/10/2020   12:09:3908/10/2020   12:09:39



Table of Contents

• Foreword 11

PART ONE – INTRODUCTION 13

• Contract: A Defined Covenant 13

• UK Legal System 14

• UK Court System Structure 15

• The Queen’s Bench Division 16

• Brief History of Common Law 17

• Revision A 18

PART TWO – FORMATION AND TERMINATION  21

• The Four Elements of a Contract 21

• Legal Capacity 25

• Defences to Contract Formation 27

• Contract Termination 28

• Revision B 30

PART THREE – THE SECTIONS OF A CONTRACT 31

• Structure 31

• Parties 32

• Recitals and Words of Agreement 33

• Definitions 34

• Operative Provisions 35

• Delivery of Goods and Services 37

• Schedules 38

• Revision C 40

_txt_De Francesco.indb   7_txt_De Francesco.indb   7 08/10/2020   12:09:3908/10/2020   12:09:39



 8 Table of Contents

PART FOUR – CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS 41

• Boilerplate Provisions 41
• Third Party Rights 48
• Acts and International Regulatory Bodies 49
• Revision D 54

PART FIVE - DRAFTING LANGUAGE 55

• The Register of Contract Drafting 55
• Formal v. Plain English: A Debate 55
• Structure of a Paragraph 56
• Grammar 57
• Verbiage 60
• Archaisms 61
• Revision E 64

PART SIX – ACTIONS AND REMEDIES TO BREACH 65

• Pre-Action Protocols 65
• Types of Remedies 68
• Monetary Remedies 68
• Equitable Remedies 69
• Revision F – Writing 71

GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND SAMPLE FORMS 73

• Plain English Synonyms and Translation 73
• Boilerplate Clauses Translation 78
• Expressions Translation 80
• Archaisms Translation 82
• Answers Key 84
• Sample N1 Claim Form 87
• Sample N8 Form 89

_txt_De Francesco.indb   8_txt_De Francesco.indb   8 08/10/2020   12:09:3908/10/2020   12:09:39



Foreword

The decision to write this manual was made in light of the requests 
I have received from many of the lawyers I collaborate with to have 
an ink-on-paper reference readily available. Whilst the choice of how 
legal professionals communicate [rightfully] remains a prerogative of 
the single operator, the ability to understand complex English text and 
effectively provide opinions and responses to what originates outside 
of our language boundaries is essential in today’s ever changing legal 
realm, a context in which English is becoming a precondition as a result 
of the global environment we live and work in. 

This is a sectorial language manual designed to help professionals in 
the legal sector and does not provide legal opinions or advice and, albeit 
some very basic reference to UK and US law, it is neither a law nor a 
jurisprudence textbook. Case law judgments and opinions are provided 
only for exemplification purposes and are not intended to be, fully or in 
part, materials aimed at portraying the author as a law lecturer and are 
not used to have this book construed as a law textbook. 

Given the law-making nature of judgments in Common Law, 
precedents may at times be overruled, whether by the UK Supreme 
Court or European Courts, therefore determining said precedent to no 
longer have any legal effect. In light of this, the user, whether a lawyer, 
a law student or anyone who is studying legal English, is urged to verify 
whether said changes have modified the information herein contained, 
especially with regards to the effects of the rulings used as reference in 
the sections hereto.
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